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Oak Processionary Moth 

Programme Update, 30 March 2016 
 

Welcome to the first OPM Programme Update for 2016. We are now close to the 

time of year when oak processionary moth larvae (caterpillars) will start emerging 
from eggs in oak trees in the affected areas, and we begin survey and control 

operations again. Emergence depends on atmospheric temperature, and the 
warmer the spring weather, the earlier it is likely to happen. 
 

The task is challenging. We have several more local authority areas known to be 
affected than we had at this time last year, including a newly discovered outbreak 

in Guildford District in Surrey. The single infested tree found in Newham Borough 
in East London in 2014 has unfortunately turned out to be an indicator of an 

outbreak touching on four boroughs in that area, although our surveys in 2014 
found no other evidence of OPM within 2km of the tree. 
 

Meanwhile we are just completing a nest survey in Barnet Borough in north 
London after nests were found there. The 8km (5-mile) distance between the 

northernmost Barnet nests and the nearest known infestations in the main London 
outbreak suggests this might be a separate outbreak. 
 

The full distribution of nests found during 2015-16 is available on the map on our 
website at www.forestry.go.uk/opm. 

2016 programme preview 
 

The control plan document which accompanies this Update explains more fully what is 
proposed for this season, but in brief: 

 
• Ministers have approved a one-year extension, to April 2017, of the Defra-funded 
pilot control programme which began in 2013, while the comprehensive evaluation 
of the pilot programme is completed. 

 

• This means that some sites outside the red line on the map will continue to be 
eligible for publicly funded control through the pilot programme funding, and we 

will inform the relevant site owners. 
 

• We will be sending Statutory Plant Health Notices (SPHNs) requiring removal of 
infestations to all owners of infested trees which are outside the red line on the 
attached map. If you receive one of these notices, please take the time to read 

and understand what it means. 
 

• Although it is not yet possible to say exactly when spraying will start, it is likely to 
be some time in April - egg plaques are being monitored to see when the 
caterpillars emerge. Illustrating how variable this can be is the fact that spraying 

started on 21st April last year, but about 12 days earlier than that in 2014. 
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• We will publish these Programme Updates every 7 to 14 days through the 
treatment season until the caterpillars have pupated, about the end of July, and 

on a more occasional basis after that as and when there are developments to 
report. 

Communications 
 

Our usual annual programme of informing people in the affected areas about OPM 

is now under way. We welcome – indeed, we need - contributions to this by our 
partners, especially to reach audiences which the Forestry Commission might not 

be able to reach as readily as our partners can. However, it is important that we 
are joined up and co-ordinated in matters such as key messages and timing. To 
this end the Forestry Commission comms team will be contacting press and 

comms offices in partner organisations soon. Meanwhile, however, you or your 
comms colleagues are welcome to contact my comms colleague Charlton Clark on 

charlton.clark@forestry.gsi.gov.uk; tel 0300 067 5049 if there are aspects of OPM 
communications you’d like to ask about or discuss. 

Training events 
 
We are holding survey training events on Monday 30th May and Wednesday 1st 
June in Richmond Park, and at Surbiton Golf Club in Surrey on Tuesday 31st May. 

These are for anyone interested in learning how to survey effectively for OPM 
nests, but will be particularly useful to tree officers, foresters, forestry workers, 

green-keepers, ground-care workers and managers of properties with oak trees. 
 

Places will be limited to about 25 at each event. Please book your place by email 
to opm@forestry.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

If you plan to attend the Surbiton Golf Club event, please note that the club’s 
dress code does not permit denim to be worn on the premises. The club has kindly 

made the venue available free of charge as a contribution to the control 
programme, so thank you for respecting our hosts in this way. 
 

If demand is high we might run some more training events, and we will let you 
know through this newsletter. 

And finally… 
 

This newsletter is for everyone involved, so we’re keen to receive information 

from you about other OPM activities taking place so that we can give a more 
complete picture of the overall control effort. Items for inclusion can be sent to 
opm@forestry.gsi.gov.uk . 
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Please also feel free to forward this Update on to anyone in your or related 
organisations who you feel might be interested, or should see it. 

 

And thank you in advance to everyone who will be contributing time, skills and 
resources to this year’s programme – OPM can only be effectively controlled by 
strong partnership working, and your contributions are much appreciated. 

Meanwhile, please do contact us at the email address below if there is anything 
you wish to know or discuss. 

 
Andrew Hoppit 

OPM Project Manager 

opm@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

www.forestry.gov.uk/opm 

 


