
Friends undertake “Lost Paths of Mitcham Common” walk 

In response to the cuts to Mitcham Common funding, the Friends undertook a 
‘Lost Paths of Mitcham’ walk to highlight the impacts being felt of these cuts 
that were highlighted in a previous Magpie. 

The Mitcham Common Conservators have withdrawn all path maintenance and litter 
clearance from seven different parts of the Common following unannounced cuts to 
funding by Merton Council.

These include areas near Mitcham Junction and along the railway line opposite Three Kings 
Piece. Some of these important recreational areas will be put out of bounds to local people 
as they become overgrown and inaccessible.

You can find out more about the areas affected here 
http://mitchamcommon.org/category/all-publications/ and if you feel strongly then let 
Merton Council leader Stephen Alambritis know (Stephen.Alambritis@merton.gov.uk). As 
London grows so its green spaces become more important.

I think we can all agree that Mitcham Common deserves better. 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Mitcham Carnival
Well, we had glorious, if windy, weather for the Carnival on Saturday 10 June 
and many thanks to all the volunteers, in the end we had plenty.  A special 
mention must go to one of our more senior Friends, Norman Chapman, going on for 94, without 
whose expertise we might still be out there trying to get our new gazebo down!

Young Norman, pictured here, stayed for the whole time which was great.  Also in the picture is 
Christopher with mum Clare, Russell (Friend/Conservator) and the star of the show, Andrew, who 
did most of the hard work on the day.  Thanks also to Liz, her family, Frances and Hilary.	
Our pitch could have been in a better position but some people did manage to find us, including 
the new Mayor!  We made five new Friends and sold a few of Janet's new book, the History of the 
Friends of Mitcham Common.  If you'd like a copy for just £2 please let me know.
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Please email friendsofmitchamcommon@gmail.com if you’d like to subscribe to the Magpie newsletter and 
support the Friends in their valuable work protecting and promoting the Common. A year’s subscription 
costs £2.50 and five years just £10. You will receive a free copy of the publication: Mitcham Common: 
A Short History (by Janet Morris) and several newsletters every year. At the moment we do not 
have access to free printing. If you are able to switch from receiving a paper copy to an electronic version 
via email, that would help us enormously. 

Please send payment to: Membership Secretary, Melanie Nunzet, 24 Walsingham Road, Mitcham CR4 4LN. 
Cheques should be made payable to Friends of Mitcham Common. BACS: Barclays, 20-57-76 33109585 
Please put your name as the reference. 

Friends of Mitcham Common at the carnival



Friends of Mitcham Common Annual Review
We would like to give you the date of our Annual Review this year which will 
be Monday 30 October, 7.30pm, at the Ecology Centre.  There will be a talk by 
Alison Cousins from the Wandle Industrial Museum entitled “Lavender in Mitcham”.

The final agenda will be sent around nearer the time, but it is likely to include a question 
and answer session with Martin Boyle, the Mitcham Common Manager, and the formal 
election of officials, and reports from various members of the Committee.

Great friends of Mitcham Common by Liz Sherwood

You may recall we sent the following message by email to our Friends back in 
January this year: 

“We have been approached by Cranmer Primary School to see if anyone would like to share their 
experiences of World War 2 with children who are currently studying that topic. They have been 
told about the bomb crater and also the plaque at the Meadows and are planning a visit to the 
Common to have a look at both these sites. If they had someone who remembers these events (or 
knew people who did) and/or could talk about what they did in the war it would help to make 
things come to life for the children and give them an idea of what life was like at that time. 
The response we had to this was fantastic. Among those who kindly responded were Eileen 
and John Oldham, who wrote “We would like to volunteer to add something to the 
children's WW11 experiences. My husband John has lived in the area all his life (80 years 
now ) whilst I lived in Thornton Heath. We have talked to  Primary Schools in the past . 
Twice at Slinfold School (Horsham) and Myself in the library at Pollards Hill to the local 
Primary School there.We have a good assortment of memorabilia,  gas masks, respirators, 
ration books. Flag, war-time blanket, length of machine gun bullets, photos, and money and 
usually I have things that kept us amused as children. I have dressed up in the period style 
with of course my wrap around pinny and my lisle stockings and "passion killers" also the 
steel hair curlers and "crocodile" wave makers. The girls love to try these out! We were 
both  evacuated for a time, but also here spending time in the air raid shelters, waiting for 
the big bang. Also having fun exploring bomb sites  So our experiences of life on the home 
front are pretty good”. 
We also had a response from Brian Chapman who told us “I have been passed your email 
about Mitcham during the Second World War by a colleague in the Old Mitchamians. I was 
born at a house in Manor Way, Mitcham on August 12 1930 and lived there until 1953. I was 
9 years old in 1939 and have some vivid memories still of the change in the lives of children 
at that time. I have some experience of public speaking and lecturing and so would be 
pleased to share some of the experiences of that time with today's young people. Please let 
me know if I can be of use to relate some of my memories”. 
Rev Pam Stevenson replied with “I was 4 when war started. I can remember studying for 
the 11+ in shelters in grounds of Greenwood Road school; then went to Mitcham County 
school from 11 to 17. Our family used to go into the crypt under the Church of the 
Ascension, Sherwood Park Road when the raids were on. I can remember bits on ration 
books; our wall being blown down by bomb blast and the evacuations. I still live in the same 
house”.

Page  3 Magpie issue 96 Summer 2017



So on Friday 31st March Eileen, John, Brian, and Pam went to Cranmer Primary School and 
gave talks to the year 5 and 6 children about their WW2 memories. I decided to stay and 
listen to the talk given by Eileen and John and give a little help with the wonderful display of 
items from their childhood they mentioned in the email response. There was a gas mask for 
a baby, samples to show the small ration portions of ham, sweets, butter and cheese and a 
jar of jam which had to last a month. We were also shown a pair of ladies bloomers which 
had most of the girls giggling and were told how the blue paper wrapped around fruit and 
used as toilet paper had the unfortunate consequence of turning bottoms blue!  
Children of course love things like that. There were many shocked expressions on the 
childrens’ faces when they were told about hours spent in Anderson Shelters, collecting 
shrapnel, being under the stairs, how Eileen didn’t have a new dress until she was 15 
because clothes were passed down, and things like learning the outlines of German 
airplanes and whistling for a policeman. 

Thank you so much to all the Friends who replied to our request including Fred Day, Bill 
Bumstead, Paul Wood and Jim Anslow.
As you can see from the article and pictures here the Cranmer children had a fabulous 
time which ended with a spread of food and flags to remember the street parties of VE Day. 
I think that Eileen, John, Brian and Pam enjoyed the opportunity to talk about their 
memories  of the war with the children. They also celebrated with a cup of tea in the 
Deputy Headteachers Office and chatted together about Mitcham. Many thanks to you all. 
[by Liz Sherwood]  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Public consultation on dog control measures

Merton Council has recently launched a Borough-wide public consultation 
concerning proposed new dog control measures in the Borough.	
It is vital that the views of Mitcham Common users on this matter are well represented. So 
whether you are a user of the Common as a dog walker, or not as a dog walker, it would be great 
if you could find the time to fill out the survey on the link below. You also do not have to be a 
Merton resident to fill out the consultation - if you are a user of the Common from elsewhere, 
Merton would still like to hear your views.
https://www.merton.gov.uk/communities-and-neighbourhoods/stray-lost-and-dangerous-dogs/dog-
control-orders - webpage 
https://consult.merton.gov.uk/KMS/dmart.aspx?
noip=1&strTab=PublicDMart&PageType=item&DMartId=3004 – survey	
Please note the end date of the consultation is 30 October 2017

Big Lunch
It was certainly warm on the day of the Friends’ now annual Big Lunch party, 
but we managed to keep cool and played swingball and frisbee. 

There was plenty to eat and drink and we especially enjoyed an amazing raspberry pavlova made 
by Friends, Katherine and Jonathan Chandler.  Special thanks go to Paulette (in the green hat) for 
organising and bringing us together.

Ron Haddow: End of an Era

You may have heard the sad news about the passing of Ron Haddow earlier this year. There is so 
much to say about him but we thought you might like to read the tribute overleaf which was 
written in 1999 when Ron retired as Chairman of the Board of Conservators.

He very much enjoyed the party for the Friends at the Mayor's parlour last December and seeing 
his photo in the Council's gallery from when he served as Mayor from 1979-1980.  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Melanie’s walks - summer/autumn 2017
Come and help celebrate WANDLE FORTNIGHT at St Mary’s Church, Beddington Park, 
SM6 7NJ, Sunday 24 September 2017, 3pm to 5pm

                

There will be two performances with girls from the congregation of St Mary’s at 3.30 and 4.15 pm 
re-enacting the lives of the orphans who lived at Carew Manor (Royal Female Orphanage Asylum 
1864 – 1939).  Sheila Norton, pictured above with Brownies from the 11th Mitcham at a similar 
event held in 2009, was at the orphanage from 1934 to 1939 and she will be our Guest of 
Honour.

Make a stained glass window and take part in a quiz in and around the church.  

Enjoy refreshments provided by the members of St Mary’s (donations to the church welcome).  All 
activities are free and suitable for all ages.  Bring your family and friends.

There will also be three walks along the Wandle.

10.45 am - meet Colliers Wood Station, 4-5 miles to finish Mitcham Junction ready for the 2pm 
walk.  (Lunch stop in Morden Hall Park and refreshments at the Goat/Crown of Mitcham pub).

2 pm - meet Mitcham Junction Station (bus stop on bridge), 3-4 miles to finish at St Mary’s 
Church.

1.30 pm - meet East Croydon Station, 3-4 miles to finish at St Mary’s Church. 

For more details email Melanie mlnnunzet@gmail.com or call 07944 833605.

In association with:

Melanie will also be running three more Mitcham Common walks on:

21 October
18 November
16 December

All at pm, Meet Mitcham Junction station (bus stop on bridge).  3-4 miles, easy, circular.
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Janet Morris
As we reported in the last Magpie, Janet Morris resigned as the President of 
the Friends of Mitcham Common after many years of wonderful service 
helping to protect the Common. Janet has asked for her letter of resignation 
to be reproduced in the Magpie, which we have done in full below. 

Dear Friends

I have been involved with the common since 1984, a time when the common was in a bad way and 
seriously threatened.  There had never been enough money to maintain it properly and to raise 
much needed capital the Conservators had just finished building the hills at the Croydon end of 
the common. They were now able to employ Martin Boyle as warden to make much needed 
improvements, but plans for yet more hills in the 7-Island Pond area raised intense public protest. I 
got involved with a pressure group that successfully thwarted these plans.

The protesters formed the Preservation Society (now the Friends of Mitcham Common) to 
protect and improve the common for future generations. Much has happened since then and I am 
immensely grateful to the many people who have joined in our work. Many friends have given 
practical help to run the society, write, print or deliver 'Magpies' or join in litter and scrub 
clearance. Others have supported protest against never-ending threats to the common by writing 
letters, making phone calls, or collecting petitions. Many people have played their part and it is a 
communal effort to be celebrated.

Many of the threats facing the common then were large and clearly visible like the plans to run a 
Southern relief Road across the common. Today’s major threat is more insidious. The financial crash 
of 2008 is already having serious repercussions on the funding of the common.  Brexit too is likely 
to have an impact, not just with investments but also with uncertainty over EU grants such as the 
Higher Level Stewardship grants that play an important part in maintaining the acid grasslands. 
Council funding is likely to be reduced next year and there are difficult times ahead.

This funding crisis does, however, open up opportunities for the 'Friends' to play a far more 
important role. Putting pressure on all three local authorities to continue funding would be a good 
beginning. The 'Friends' have been very effective as a pressure group in the past and they have a 
essential role now.

Maintenance of these open spaces that are under constant pressure from careless visitors and 
advancing thorny scrub is not possible without a paid workforce. Fund raising events to finance 
specific needs may therefore be a way of helping whilst having lasting fun along the way.  Valuable 
practical assistance might also be given by organising work parties (under the guidance of the 
Warden). Many people love the common and I am sure they will rise to the occasion.

I wish you every success in these new ventures. 

Janet Morris.
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