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MITCHAM COMMON CONSERVATORS 

 

A Meeting of the Conservators was held at the Mill House Ecology Centre, Windmill 

Road, Mitcham on Wednesday 8
th

 September 2010 when there were present: 

 

Mr. P. Harper (Chairman) 

Mr. R Bailey 

Mr. J. Cheetham 

    Dr. D. Coleman 

 Councillor T. Godfrey(Vice Chairman) 

 Councillor T. Harris 

 Ms. D Hyatt 

 Councillor J. Leach  

Councillor I Munn 

     

         

In attendance 

Ms. C. McCann - Clerk 

Mr. M. Boyle – Warden 

Mr. P. Moorhouse – Assistant Warden 

Mr. D. Napier – Merton Council 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence Councillor D Dean and Mr. D Mobsby.   

 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting.   

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th June 2010  were approved and signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

3.Matters Arising  
 

8(5) London in Bloom. The Common achieved second place in the “Best Common” 

category. 

 

4. Declarations of Interest.   None. 

 

5. Report of Warden. 

 

 1). Mayor’s Tree Planting Programme. This item was for information only. The 

Chairman had agreed that Mill Green should be included in the Mayor of London’s street 

tree planting programme. Sutton Council has submitted a bid to the Forestry Commission 

under the London Tree and Woodland Grant scheme. If successful 20+ container grown 

trees will be planted on the verges of Mill green and maintained at no cost to the 

Conservators for a period of three years.  
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 2). Highway Drainage . Merton Council’s Highway Team had identified drainage 

problems at the junction of Croydon Road with both Windmill Road and Beddington 

Lane. To remedy the problem it may be necessary to install replacement drainage pipes 

from the road gulleys into a soak away on the Common. At a site meeting it was 

proposed that appropriate compensation for the disturbance to the Common if the work 

does proceed would be for the Council to pay for tarmac patching and drainage works 

required to Mill House Car Park. 

 

RESOLVED: Repairs to Mill House Car Park be accepted as compensation for 

disturbance caused by Highway drainage works at the junction of Croydon Road 

with both Windmill Road and Beddington Lane. 

 

 3).Hammond’s Funfair. This point was for information. Hammond’s requested 

permission to upgrade the surface of part of the Fair Site to avoid ponding in wet 

weather. The Chairman had granted permission for the work to be undertaken and it is 

scheduled to take place after the Spring Fair next year. 

 

 4).Mitcham Common Booklet. All Board members have received a copy of 

“Mitcham Common: A Short History”, by Janet Morris. This is based on the poster 

display she produced three years ago and the cost of £1600 to produce 1000 copies was 

funded by The Friends of London Road Playing Fields. 

 

RESOLVED: A Letter from the Board to be sent to Janet Morris expressing their 

appreciation  of  “Mitcham Common: A Short History”. 
 

 5). Management Plan: Key Projects. Project Number 18 – “Work – up project 

which aims to improve the pedestrian access and overall appearance of the Fair site 

environs.” This area was reviewed at the Spring Inspection to consider the proposed 

Landscape improvements outlined at the December meeting and the Board resolved at the 

June meeting that Landscape Enhancements to Fair Site and Environs adjacent to BP 

Garage be undertaken. (11). Approval is needed in principle to proceed with the design 

input required from a Landscape Designer to progress this project. Approximate cost 

£1000. 

 

RESOLVED: Approval granted in principle to commission design input from 

landscape designer at a cost of approximately £1000 to improve the Fair Site 

Environs. Request to be made to Mitcham Common Environmental Trust for this 

funding at their next meeting in December. 

 

6. Report of Clerk. 

 

1) Watney’s Road  Fly tipping -  .Further to the confirmation in June from Merton 

Council that the area fly tipped on during the traveller incursion  last year would  be 

cleared in Sept/Oct (7 (2) ) A date of the 21
st
 and 22

nd
 October had been confirmed by 

LBM Officers.  However the Chairman had now agreed that the clear up operation be 

delayed until the foliage has died back – probably in January/ February next year. 

 

RESOLVED: London Borough of Merton to be requested to delay clearance of Fly 

Tipping in Watney’s Road until foliage dies back. 
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2)RedHouse Road. At the site meeting which took place on Friday 3
rd

 September, the 

business residents of the road had requested that the Conservators contribute a third to the 

cost of a deep cleanse of the current accumulated fly tipping and then continue to 

contribute a third to the costs of ongoing clearances to control the problem.  The Board 

agreed after discussion to meet a third of the cost of the initial deep cleanse – but 

thereafter to “keep a watching brief” on the situation. A specification for the “deep 

cleanse”  to be provided so that  the business residents could put it out  to tender from the 

three local councils and an independent contractor. 

 

RESOLVED: Board to contribute a third of the cost of a “deep cleanse” of Fly Tips 

in Redhouse Road from a total cost not to exceed £2000. 

 

3) Celebrating Age Festival.  A total of 34 people took part in the walk on Saturday 4
th

 

September at 2.15pm. 13 of these as part of the  Celebrating Age Festival. The walk was 

attended by Tom Brake the MP for Sutton . The opening of the Ecology Centre was much 

appreciated- and both the Ramblers and Age Concern thanked the Conservators for this. 

One book on the Common was sold for £5 and a contribution of £7.65 was received 

towards refreshments. 

 

4) Goan Association Festival Car Park on Fairground Site. The use of the Fairground site 

on 25
th

 July as a car park for the Goan Association Annual Festival took place without 

incident. 

 

5) Beddington Corner London Road Potential Land Take Issue. Merton Council had 

permitted Southern Gas Networks to carry out works on the grassed island at Beddington 

Corner without prior notification to the Board. Council Officers had apologised for the 

error and the Chairman had therefore deemed it unnecessary to take any further action. 

However the area has been resurfaced with a Tarmac path – and it was therefore 

suggested that this area be considered for land exchange. Please refer to AOB Item 2. 

 

6) Licence Issued for Cycle Training on the Common. By permission of the Chairman a 

One Off Usage Licence for Cycle Training on the Common was issued to Croydon 

Council’s Youth Service. 

 

7) Clerks Board for Ecology Centre. The Honours Board listing the Clerks to the Board is 

now in place as agreed at June meeting. 

 

8) Outstanding Land Registry Issues. Of the ten separate titles under which the Common 

was registered there were queries on six, - two are now resolved, the remaining four had 

been returned to  the Land Registry for final resolution. 

 

7. Statement of Income and Expenditure.    Noted. 

 

8. Investments.           Report noted 

 

 The Board’s Investment Manager Mr. Richard Auld had recommended in his  letter 

detailing the up to date valuation of the Conservators investments that £13000 of the 

funds available be invested in  the Edinburgh Investment Trust. 

 

RESOLVED: Investment of £13000 in Edinburgh Investment Trust  is agreed. 
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9. Wandle Valley Regional Park.  At the meeting of the Wandle Valley Regional Park 

Management Board issues discussed were the development of the Green Grid document 

for the Wandle Valley, the outcome of the Wandle Conference on 28
th

 April and a report 

on this year’s Wandle Valley Festival. 

 

10. Merton LDF Pre submission Core Strategy     A link to this was emailed to Board 

members on 17/08. At this stage comments must be about the soundness of the document. 

The issues raised at the Draft Core Strategy Stage have been resolved. The Warden 

distributed copies  of the new Figure 21.1 “Merton’s Open Spaces” which is  confusing in 

how it displays Sites of Nature Conservation and is misleading and inconsistent in some 

of its land use terms. These issues have been raised with the LDF team and this area will 

be relooked at by them. There was discussion regarding the lack of clarity of information 

on the maps for Figures 21.1 and 21.2 . 

 

RESOLVED : Officers  to use delegated powers to recommend amendments to 

Merton LDF Pre Submission Core Strategy. 

 

11.Friends of Mitcham Common  

No representative of the Friends of Mitcham Common was present. 

 

12. Date of Next Meeting. Wednesday 8
th 

 December 2010. 

 

13. Date of Annual Inspection.  Sunday 12
th

 September 2010.The Mayoresses of 

Merton and Sutton and Deputy Mayoress of Croydon, and the Leader of Merton Council 

will attend. The Chairman may be unable to attend and requested that the Vice Chairman 

deputise. It is proposed that the standard route be followed – lower fields, Seven Islands 

Pond, once round and then back.  

 

14. Any Other Business. 

 

1) A report was requested on the Carshalton Environmental Fair. The Warden confirmed 

that he and the Assistant Warden had attended this on the bank holiday Monday. It had 

been a good day – well organised. There had been a lot of interest and dozens of leaflets 

had been given out. Copies of both Eric Montague’s book and Janet Morris’s booklet 

were sold. 

 

2) Beddington Corner. It was agreed in principle that the Board should look at doing a 

land swap in respect of the grassed islands at Beddington Corner. Please refer to item 6 

(5) in these minutes. 

 

RESOLVED   Grassed Islands in Beddington Road to be included in landswap for 

Carshalton Road Cycle Lane. 
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IN COMMITTEE 

 

15.Mitcham Golf Club     It was agreed after discussion that it would be inappropriate 

for the Board to accede to the Golf Club’s request that at the seven yearly market 

reviews there be a facility for the licence fee to be adjusted downwards as well as 

upwards. It was agreed that the existing form of words is quite adequate. 

 

RESOLVED: Clauses of New Licence to be retained as in previous Licence. Draft of 

new licence agreed. 

 

 

16. Commonside East Access Tracks    Following on from the Barrister’s ruling 

resolved to be sought at the March Meeting(20(2) ) regarding gating and putting a Height 

Restriction on these tracks as requested by residents the Board can now proceed to 

consultation as all residents  must agree to any action to be taken. A letter will be sent to 

each individual house including SAE for response proposing height restriction on orange 

track and gate on white track requiring them to confirm their agreement. Apologies will 

be made for   the delay and they will be asked to respond within two weeks. If we get an 

affirmative response we will contact Merton Council who may fund up to 45% of this 

kind of expenditure. If a response is not received from all residents it may be necessary to 

make a judgement on proceeding based on the support of the majority of residents for the 

scheme. A copy of the correspondence to be provided to Councillor Martin Whelton. 

 

RESOLVED: Delegate to Chairman and Vice Chairman  to take a considered view 

on proceeding based on response received. 

 

17. Windmill Road Trading Estate   

 

A Crane Oversailing Licence has been issued to Allenbuild at a fee of £5000. 

 

There have been some issues with the construction which the Warden provided an update 

on. 

At a site meeting the future of trees and the boundary wall had been discussed. It was 

confirmed that wider access to the site would not be required and the Boundary Wall 

would be removed towards the end of the works. Less than a month later the wall had 

been taken down. This had caused a bit of rubble – now  cleared up  and some minor tree 

damage. That  was the situation till this week when the wall near the tree at the access 

gate has been taken away creating a bigger access. Vehicles  are now going over our land. 

In order to protect the tree we must as a matter of urgency require Allenbuild to put 

concrete blocks in position to define access to the Common.  While concrete blocks will 

not be  good for the  tree unless they do so the tree health  will decline and we will lose it. 

 

It was suggested that the Conservators write  to Merton Council pointing  out that things 

are not going well with Allenbuild and copy Martin Whelton and  the other ward 

councillors.  

 

RESOLVED: Require Allenbuild to position concrete blocks to mark off boundary 

at entrance point and express our regret that the action taken involves trespassing 

on our land. Delegate powers to Chairman and Vice Chairman to take  necessary 

action. Board to be notified once done. 
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18. Mitcham Common Estate Workers   In June 2010 the two Estate Workers had 

requested a review of their job descriptions. This led to the realisation that all other 

members of the Merton Leisure and Greenspaces Team had been on a career grading 

scheme since 2007/8 that had not been applied to these workers. With the agreement of 

the Chairman they have now been included in this scheme with the result that their grades 

have been re – evaluated from ME6 to ME7. 

This necessitates an increase in the budget for workers salaries as follows: 

 

2010/11 by £1000 

2011/12 by £1300 

2012/13 by £1500 

2013/14 by £1600. 

 

Total £5,400 ( excluding annual pay increase). 

 

This item was presented for information only as the Chairman has already agreed to the 

re- grading and attendant wage increases. 

 

19. Carshalton Road: Proposed Footpath Widening.   A proposal had been received  

from Merton’s Highways Team to widen the Carshalton Road footpath to allow shared 

use with cyclists. This would involve allowing it to be widened into a ditch which runs 

along the Common. Trees would not need to be removed but some “lifting” would be 

required. The proposal is regarded as sensible as there is a significant problem with 

cyclists on Carshalton road. The land exchange involved could be linked with that 

proposed for islands on Beddington Lane.( 14(2) ) . 

 

RESOLVED: Agree to widening of Carshalton Road Footpath to accommodate 

shared use with cyclists in return for appropriate land swap. 

 

20.Any Other Business 

 

1)  It was noted that in the current edition of the Friends of Mitcham Common  magazine 

the “Magpie” mention is made of the willows re- establishing around Seven Islands Pond. 

The Warden confirmed that at the Friends AGM he will advise them that the willows will 

not be allowed to re-establish. 

 

2) The Board was advised that at the end of September the  South London Waste Plan 

will be published for consultation across  the boroughs of Sutton/ Merton/ Croydon & 

Kingston. I t was agreed that a link be created to this when available, points of interest 

will be highlighted and responded to – and all members will be circulated accordingly.  

 

RESOLVED:  Delegate authority to chairman and vice chairman to respond to 

South London Waste Plan Consultation Document. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8PM. 

 

 


