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MITCHAM COMMON CONSERVATORS 
 
A Meeting of the Conservators was held at the Mill House Ecology Centre, Windmill 
Road, Mitcham on Wednesday 9th June 2010 when there were present: 

 
Mr. P. Harper (Chairman) 
Mr. R Bailey 
Mr. J. Cheetham 

    Dr. D. Coleman 
 Councillor D. Dean 
 Councillor T. Godfrey(Vice Chairman) 
 Councillor C. Hilley  

Mr D. Mobsby     
Councillor I Munn 

     
         

In attendance 
Ms. C. McCann - Clerk 
Mr. M. Boyle – Warden 
Mr. D. Napier – Merton Council 
Mr. R. Auld – Charles Stanley & Co.  
 
 
 
 
 

1.Appointment of Chairman. 
RESOLVED. Mr P Harper be appointed Chairman of the Board for the ensuing 
year. 
(Mr. Harper in the Chair). 
 
2. Appointment of Vice Chairman. 
RESOLVED. Councillor T Godfrey be appointed Vice Chairman of the Board for 
the ensuing year. 
 
3. Appointment of Conservators. 
 
London Borough of Croydon.  Councillors T. Harris, C. Hilley and T. Godfrey are 
appointed until May 2011. Mr. J. Cheetham is appointed until April 2011. 
 
London Borough of Merton.  Councillors D. Dean, R. Hilton and I. Munn and 
Mr. P. Harper are appointed till May 2011.  
 
London Borough of Sutton. Mr. R. Bailey and Councillor J. Leach are appointed till 
April 2011, Dr. D. Coleman and Ms. D. Hyatt are appointed till April 2012. 
 
City of London. Mr. D. Mobsby MBE is already appointed till May 2013.   
 
4. Apologies for Absence Councillors T. Harris and R Hilton and Ms. Dee Hyatt. 
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5. Minutes of Last Meeting.   
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th March 2010  were approved and signed by the 

Chairman. 
 
6.Matters Arising  
 
17 (2)  A question was raised as to whether the proposed Dog Warden was now active on 

the Common. It appears that currently Merton share a Dog Warden with Sutton 
and the priority is dealing with stray dogs. 

 
17 (3) The Clerks Board for the Ecology Centre had been delayed pending confirmation 

of any new Honorary Conservators and will now be proceeded with to be ready 
for September. 

 
7. Report of Clerk. 
  

1)Pedal4Health – Request to use the Common for Cycle Training withdrawn. 
 

2) Watney’s Road  Fly tipping -  Following a site visit on 02 June 2010 Merton 
Council confirmed that the area will be cleared in Sept/Oct but have not given an 
actual date. The Board considered the ongoing delay unacceptable. 

 
RESOLVED: Chairman to write to Andrew Judge expressing Board’s views on 
unacceptable delay by Merton Council to clear Fly tipping on Watney’s road. 
 

3) RedHouse Road Fly tipping - The discussion regarding this ongoing issue 
referred both to the Clerk’s report and the report of the Spring Inspection. It may 
be possible to put a bund where the existing footpath is, the path was put there 
many years ago by the predecessors landscaping and is probably not designated. 
Any proposals would need to be discussed with VOSA as it would be difficult to 
put in a bund without their co – operation. 

 
RESOLVED : Councillor Munn to lead site  meeting with interested parties to 
discuss possible solutions and report back to the next meeting. 
 

4) Wandle Valley Festival Walk. This had been successful with a total of 33 
participants, including 4 children. Only 13 were existing Ramblers. At least half 
the participants had never been on to the Common before. The Display/ 
Refreshments at the Ecology Centre had been very much appreciated with several 
people offering to make donations. 2 books were sold. Melanie Nunzet extended 
her thanks to the Warden and Conservators for opening the Ecology Centre.  

 
5) Celebrating Age Festival. The Chairman has agreed that the Ecology Centre be 
opened for a walk on the Common as part of the Celebrating Age Festival on 
Saturday 4th September.  
 

RESOLVED: Ecology Centre is opened on Saturday 4th September as part of 
Merton’s Celebrating Age Festival. 
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8. Report of Warden 
 

1) Desilting One Island Pond – This project has been discussed on a number of 
occasions. It is the second largest pond on the common and there is a silt problem- 
a project was agreed at the December meeting and worked up for the March 
meeting.  Quotations for the work have now been received and the costs will be in 
the region of £15 – 20,000. The next stage is to put a grant application together on 
behalf of Mitcham Common Environmental Trust to attract funding from Landfill 
tax. This application must be in by the end of June to meet their July deadline and 
if successful the work will take place in September/October. It has been decided 
that  a balanced fish population will be returned to the pond. Any questions 
received from members of the public regarding restocking should be referred to 
the Warden. The Chairman enquired whether proof of Community support for the 
project as with that received for 7 Islands Pond would be beneficial . It was 
agreed it would and the Warden was to discuss this with the Friends of Mitcham 
Common. 

 
RESOLVED: Grant Application to be undertaken for funding to desilt One Island 
Pond. 
 

2) Commonland Opposite Spencer Road and Grove Road. A joint project with 
Safer Merton to improve the environs of commonland opposite the junction of 
Spencer road and Grove road was completed earlier this year at a total cost of 
£3657 , £3000 of which was covered by a grant from Safer Merton. 

 
3) Commonside East Access Tracks to Properties. In response to concerns raised 
at a public meeting over the rutted condition of one of the tracks , this has now 
been resurfaced and several residents have expressed their thanks to the Board. 

 
4) Wandle Valley Regional Park: Landscape and Biodiversity Sub- Group. The 
Warden reported on the funding streams currently being explored and projects 
concerning Mitcham Common that may be implemented. London Green Grid 
projects : New Tramstop at Wilson Hospital, Mitcham Junction Station 
Improvements, Cycle Routes over Mitcham Common, Various habitat 
enhancements, Beddington Lane Footpath Improvements, Mill Green River 
restoration. Heritage Lottery Fund Landscape Partnership projects: Heathland 
Creation, Desilting One Island Pond,Enhancement of Mill Green Ditch and 
Woodland Creation on Green, Replacement Byelaw Signage, Improvements to 
Fairsite Environs, Mill Green River restoration. 

 
5) London in Bloom. Merton Council has entered Mitcham Common in the “Best 
Common” category. 

 
6) Current Work Programme.  For June – September 2010  now on the website. 

 
 
9. Statement of Income and Expenditure.    Noted. 
 
Sutton Council have paid their contribution. Contributions from Croydon Council and 
Merton Council have not yet been received. 
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10.Investments.           Report noted 
 
The Board’s investment adviser Mr. Richard Auld was present to provide an update on 
recent transactions.  He gave an overview of the state of the Board’s investments by 
reference to the previously circulated Portfolio, which continues to be managed to 
provide a good proportion of fixed income. Some cash reserves are still held. 
 Mr. Auld confirmed that it has been another rough period in the market, with the World 
Economy in a fairly fragile state. There is a fear of double dip in America.  The UK will 
probably see interest rates rise, and there is concern inflation will creep up again. 
 
11. Spring Inspection 2010  
 
Watneys Road .  Uncleared rubbish was viewed and local strong views that the 
Conservators had not dealt firmly enough with Merton Council discussed. Please see 
minute on Clerk’s report. 
 
Area adjacent to the BP garage. The Warden had shown the Conservators where the 
proposed Landscape Improvements outlined at the December meeting would be – and 
based on their agreement the project would now be proceeded with. Funding would need 
to be sought to support it. 
 
RESOLVED: Landscape Enhancements to Fair Site and Environs adjacent to BP 
Garage to be undertaken. 
 
Redhouse Road. Area viewed and proposal of taking the bund right to the pavement’s 
edge with the road was discussed. Please refer to minute in Clerk’s report. 
 
One island pond. The Warden detailed how the improvements agreed at the December 
meeting were to be undertaken . 
 
 
12.Friends of Mitcham Common  
No representative of the Friends of Mitcham Common was present. 
 
13. Date of Next Meeting. Wednesday 8th September 2010. 
 
14. Date of Annual Inspection.  To note that this has already been agreed as Sunday 12th 
September 2010. 
 
15. Any Other Business. 
 
1) Tyre Dumping In Drake Road. 
This issue was raised and the Warden confirmed that he has agreed with Merton Council 
officers that there needs to be covert surveillance of the area.  
 
2) The Board was advised that a  meeting will take place  within the next fortnight 

regarding Merton’s LDF  to get draft proposals out for consultation by November.  
 
3) The Chairman proposed a final vote of thanks to the outgoing conservators 
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4)The Warden informed the Board that they may receive an approach from Hague Homes 
to hold an event on the Common next year. 
 

IN COMMITTEE 
 
 
16. Mitcham Golf Club 
 
As agreed at the March meeting the issue of the 2011 Licence renewal was discussed 
with particular reference to the Golf Club’s request for a £10000 reduction in the annual 
licence fee and the removal in the new Licence of the RPI indexation. It was agreed to 
accede to the requests for a 37year licence term and reduction of £10000 but to require 
the RPI indexation to be retained. Draft contract to be available for review at September 
meeting. It was requested that a full report on this issue be provided to the Board for 
consideration at least a fortnight before the next meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: The Chairman and Vice Chairman were delegated to agree with Golf 
Club preparation of new Licence of 37 year term, commencing at £59,938 retaining 
RPI indexation. Draft Licence to be available for Board approval at September 
meeting. 
 
 
17. Commonside East Access Tracks to Properties. 
 
The report from the Barrister approved at the June meeting had not been received yet. 
Regular emails and phonecalls are being received from local residents following on from 
the meeting where they agreed that they wanted one track gated and a height restriction 
on the other. The local Ward Councillors are very interested in this. The Board needs to 
write  to residents confirming what can be done. The Officers need to discuss this with 
the Merton Council PROW officer. It appears that even if the Council agree re the PROW 
the process to do it takes 3 – 6 months. Based on this the Chairman wanted to start the 
process now as waiting  till September will lose another 3 months. There was discussion 
about  talking to the Council regarding not “extinguishing” the ROW just making it for 
pedestrian right of access . Would a  gate ¾ across alter status being PROW.  
 
RESOLVED: The Chairman and Vice Chairman and Officers to discuss PROW 
with Merton Council. 
 
18.Any Other Business 
 
The Chairman requested that a report be prepared on the progress in resolving the 
outstanding Land Registry issue for the September Board meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: Report on Outstanding Land Registry Issues be submitted to 
September Meeting. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
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