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MITCHAM COMMON CONSERVATORS 

 

A Meeting of the Conservators was held at the Mill House Ecology Centre, Windmill 

Road, Mitcham on Wednesday 9
th

 March 2011 when there were present: 

 

Mr. P. Harper (Chairman) 

Mr. R. Bailey 

Mr. J. Cheetham 

    Dr. D. Coleman 

 Councillor T. Godfrey(Vice Chairman) 

 Ms. D Hyatt 

 Councillor J Leach       

 Mr. D Mobsby 

     

         

In attendance 

Ms. C. McCann - Clerk 

Mr. M. Boyle – Warden 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence Councillor T. Harris, Mr. D. Napier, Mr. R Dennis.  

 

 2. Minutes of Last Meeting.  

 The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th December 2010 were approved and signed by 

the Chairman following the amendment of “Natural History Society” to “London Natural 

History Society” (5.1). 

 

 3.Matters Arising 

 

 5(2) Dog Control Orders – There is no further information on progress by Merton 

Council with regard to the proposal for Dog Control Orders limiting the number of dogs 

that one person can walk to four. 

 

8.  The investments recommended to the Board by Mr. Richard Auld at the meeting 

have been undertaken. 

 

4. Declarations of Interest.   None. 

 

5. Report of Warden. 

 

Items 1 – 6 were for information. 

 

 1) Management Plan: 2010 and 2011 Key Projects. Key Projects are listed to be 

undertaken in specific years of the plan. Two tables appended to the report detailed the 

progress on 2010 projects (A) and proposed 2011 projects (B). 

 

 2) Management Plan: Quarterly Work Programme. The programme for April – May 

2011 will be available on the website by the end of March. 
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 3) Desilting One Island Pond. The first phase of the project involving dropping the 

water level in the pond to expose the silt and removing the silt to the eastern edge of the 

pond where it is retained by a membrane was undertaken in December 2010. The scrub 

woodland on the eastern bank was also pushed back by two metres. The second phase to 

be complete by the end of this spring will be to plant the silt bed with reeds and secure 

barley straw rafts in the pond to prevent development of algal blooms. 

 

 4) Watneys Road. The Fly Tips left by the travellers in July 2009 were cleared by 

Merton Council in January as advised to the September Board (6.1). 

 

 5) Mayor’s Street Tree Planting Programme. The 20 container grown trees which 

were part of a successful bid by Sutton Council to the Mayor of London’s Street Tree 

Planting programme have now been planted on the verges of Mill Green. Item (5.1) 

September and 3(5.1) December refer. 

  

 6) Mitcham Junction Station Access Improvements. The enhancements to pedestrian 

access to the station which affect the Common – replacing some dilapidated chain link 

fencing with wooden post and rail fencing, replacing the metal “ anti- motorcycle” 

barriers with a wooden kissing gate and clearing of fly tipping and resurfacing at the 

entrance point have taken place. The Board made a contribution of £1000 towards the 

costs. Item (6.8) September 09 refers.  Some problems remain on the access. 

 

 7) Common land Behind the Former Ravensbury Pub. In January 2010 we wrote to 

Mitchells and Butlers regarding fly tipping on the Common behind broken sections of 

fencing between the pub car park and the common. The response received was that M & 

B’s solicitors had advised them that as the fly tips were not on their land they were not 

responsible for removing them. They offered to help by looking through CCTV footage. 

The pub closed in spring 2010 and the site has since been sold. Refurbishments have 

since taken place including replacing the damaged panels. Shortly before Christmas 2010 

there was more damage to the panels and more fly- tipping. In January Merton Council’s 

enforcement team visited the site and requested CCTV tapes from the cameras 

monitoring the Car Park. These have not so far been provided.  

 

The Fencing panels had been replaced and the roadside site entrance protected with 

concrete barriers. However the front of the pub is now being used as a car wash. 

 

It is likely that the Conservators will have to bear the cost of having the Fly Tips 

removed. However it cannot be recommended to clear them now that the site is no longer 

secure. It is proposed to leave matters till next winter and see how things are when the 

foliage has died back. The Warden will monitor the situation. There was discussion 

concerning how very difficult it is to obtain a prosecution for fly tipping. While the 

rubbish comes from the pub car park, there is unlikely to be information in it as to where 

it originated. The waste is inert (mostly tyres and iron) and should therefore not attract 

any more vermin than are present naturally – nor is the site bordering a footpath. 
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6. Report of Clerk.  

1) Works carried out on behalf of EDF on Commonside East. The December Board had 

been advised that EDF had carried out unauthorised work on common land outside 295 

Commonside East in September 2010 and that a Wayleave to cover the work was being 

negotiated retrospectively. This process is ongoing. 

   

2) Network Rail Footbridge Repairs. The December Board was advised that it had been 

agreed to issue a licence to Network Rail at a rate of £200 for two weeks in order for a 

crane to rest on Common land to allow necessary repairs to the footbridge. The licence 

was duly issued – however several complications have arisen necessitating several site 

visits by the Warden. It was agreed that Network Rail should be asked to cover the costs 

of Martin’s time and a rate of £350 per half day was suggested. 

 

RESOLVED: Request Network Rail pay for Warden’s time expended on site visits 

in connection with Licence issues. 

 

3)Wandle Weekend Walk Sunday 5
th

 June. A walk will take place on the Common led by 

Melanie Nunzet of the Sutton and Wandle Ramblers as our contribution to the “Wandle 

Weekend” and “National Family Week”. The Ecology Centre is not being made available 

due to the cost involved. 

 

7. Statement of Income and Expenditure.    Noted. 

 

8. Investments.   
The portfolio evaluation had been received too late for the meeting – and the relevant 

figures had to be detailed verbally. Mr. Auld to be requested to send the report out earlier 

for future meetings. 

 

RESOLVED: Request Portfolio Evaluation be despatched earlier for future 

meetings. 

 

9. Accounts(for approval).   2009/2010. 

The draft financial reports were approved. The Chairman will work with the Officers to 

produce a Foreword. The accountants will be requested to show the breakdown of the 

“maintenance of common” figure. 

 

RESOLVED:  The 2009/2010 Accounts are approved with the “maintenance of 

common” figure broken down. 

 

10.Draft Budget    2011/2012 

The draft budget was reviewed. There was explanation given of the layout of the figures 

which have been traditionally arranged to show the balance of Expenditure minus Income 

– and then to show the contribution from the three local authorities and the final balance. 

Amendments were agreed to the “Current Estimates” column to achieve a balanced 

budget. The Chairman and Vice Chairman will produce a covering letter via the Officers 

to accompany the budget to the Local Authorities explaining that the costs of running the 

Common are being contained while enabling us to continue qualifying for the 

environmental stewardship programme. Costs of most items have been frozen.  

 

RESOLVED: The Amended Draft Budget for 2011/2012 is approved. 
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11. Wandle Valley Regional Park.  

 

It was reported that at the meeting of the WVRP Management Board on Wednesday 12
th

 

January the items discussed were – The Governance of the WVRP, Feedback from the 

Working Group Chairs, Wandle Forum Update, HLF Update and Public Events. 

 

1) Governance of the WVRP. Dr. Ian Sesnan who addressed the December Board about 

the Governance Scoping Project he was conducting ( 9) proposed that the Management 

Board recommend to the Development Board the partners work together to develop an 

Independent Trust and this was agreed. 

 

2) Feedback from Working Group Chairs. The Biodiversity group are supporting the 

Heritage Lottery Bid and progressing the Invasive Species Document. The Heritage and 

Culture group have identified key priorities and set their next meeting date. The Climate 

Change and Transport and Access groups have agreed terms of reference and set their 

next meeting dates. 

 

3) Wandle Forum Update. The Forum feels that it is not being treated as the Consultative 

Body for the WVRP which it is meant to be. With 80 groups involved they have 

problems with communication and ownership of issues and plan to form a small contact 

group to solve this. 

 

4) HLF Update. The consultants preparing the bid advised on progress. 

 

5) Public Events. There will be no Wandle Valley Festival this year. There will be a 

Wandle Weekend with events listings on an interactive website. The weekend is being 

supported with events by the National Trust, Honeywood Museum and Wandle Valley 

Museum. 

 

The Board was advised that the Heritage Lottery Bid will be considered in the near 

future. It will fund a development officer to take the bid to the next stage - actual “work 

on the ground” is still some time away. 

 

The Invasive Species Document has now been drafted. It is a Best Practice Document 

supported by all parties involved. There has been discussion regarding a funding 

application for a part time officer. 

 

12.Friends of Mitcham Common The Secretary of the Friends arrived during the “in 

Committee” phase and advised that there were no issues the Friends wished tabled. 

 

13.  Annual Programme of Meetings – 2011/2012. Agreed. 

 It was agreed that the route for the Spring Inspection should cover one island 

pond,redhouse road, the wandle trading estate and the southern boundary  of the common 

where the land bank is. 

 

14.Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 8
th

 June 2011. 
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15. Any Other Business.  

There was discussion concerning the dead body which had been found on Redhouse road 

in January. The Warden’s comments had been misquoted in the press and he had been 

interviewed by the police. The area involved had been viewed on the Spring Inspection. 

The police have advised that the body which is male and in a bad state of decomposition 

remains unidentified. 

 

 

IN COMMITTEE 

 

 16.Mitcham Golf Club  There had been a delay caused by the Golf Club’s solicitor 

in the signing of the new 37 year term contract due to come into effect in April. The 

agreed contract has now been received and will be signed and sealed by the Chairman 

and Clerk following this meeting. 

  

17. Commonside East Access Tracks     

A residents meeting in February 2010 resulted in a request for barriers on the access 

tracks to 339 – 373 Commonside East to prevent fly tipping. In March it was agreed to 

seek a barrister’s ruling (20.2). Residents were consulted on a proposal to gate one track 

and put a height restrictor on the other- September (16). The December Board was 

advised the project was now proceeding with partial funding hoped for from Merton 

Council through their Alleygates scheme. The area has been surveyed, quotes have been 

obtained and a contractor appointed. The barriers should be installed at the end of 

April/early May and will be included on the route of the Spring Inspection. 

  

18. Windmill Road Trading Estate  

The December Board was advised that in response to several issues where the contractors 

had encroached on and caused damage to the Common it had been necessary to issue 

solicitors letters and contemplate legal action. To try to resolve matters a meeting had 

been arranged with Notting Hill Housing and the Contractors for December 16
th

 2010. 

This meeting was also attended by the ward councillor Martin Whelton. At that meeting 

it was agreed that there was a communication problem. To resolve this a fortnightly site 

meeting was to take place between the Officers of the Board and the Site Managers to 

discuss ongoing issues and a bi – monthly higher level meeting to discuss the broader 

issues. The site meetings have been taking place since January and no problems are 

currently being experienced. 

 

19. Carshalton Road: Proposed Footpath Widening.  The September Board acceded to 

a request from Merton Council to widen the footpath along Carshalton Road to 

accommodate shared use with cyclists in exchange for an appropriate land swap (19) – 

details of which were agreed at the December Board (19). As the Land Swap process is 

lengthy and LBM wish to proceed with the work now, an interim Licence has been issued 

this week to cover the usage till the Land Swap is effected. The licence also covers the 

Commonside East Bus Stop and the traffic islands in Goat Road. 
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20. Commonside East: Proposed Pedestrian Crossing. The December Board 

considered a request from Merton Council championed by local ward councillors to 

release two strips of common land to facilitate safe usage of the bus stops on Common 

side East. After consideration of views expressed by the Friends of Mitcham Common 

the board resolved to agree in principle to the Easterly Footway only (20) for an 

appropriate land swap. The work has now been undertaken – and following the Chairman 

writing to the Council to emphasise that for the integrity of the Common to be protected a 

Licence should have been in place prior to the work being undertaken, a retrospective 

Licence has been issued to cover LBM’s usage of the land until the land swap has been 

effected. This Licence also covers the proposed works on Carshalton Road and Goat 

Road Traffic Islands. (Minute 19 above refers). 

There was some concern expressed with regard to the traffic islands in Goat Road - that 

as the Conservators will not be managing them in the interim period, the highway 

authority may have issues with managing them till they own them. It was confirmed that 

the Highway Authority’s responsibility for managing them is set out in the Licence. 

 

 

21.Any Other Business 

 

    1) The Chairman brought up the issue of Wayleaves. In the past there had been 

discussion concerning the myriad wayleaves that exist for very small amounts paid 

annually, and work had begun on consolidating them into one off payments. This task 

had never been completed. The Clerk was requested to look into this matter. 

  

 RESOLVED: Work to be undertaken to consolidate Wayleave Payments where 

possible. 

 

 2) Ms. Dee Hyatt advised the Board that this would be her final meeting. Ms. Hyatt 

had spoken to Sutton Council to advise them that she no longer wished to sit on the 

Board due to pressure of other commitments. She felt that the Board was very well 

organised, and would benefit from a Councillor replacing her. She will keep in contact. 

 The Chairman and Board expressed their thanks to Dee for her years of work on behalf of 

the Conservators. 

 

 RESOLVED: The Board formally minute their appreciation by resolution thanking 

Ms. Dee Hyatt for her service to the Board over the last five years. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 7.40pm. 

 


