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MITCHAM COMMON CONSERVATORS 

 

A Meeting of the Conservators was held at the Mill House Ecology Centre, Windmill 

Road, Mitcham on Wednesday 8
th

 December 2010 when there were present: 

 

Mr. P. Harper (Chairman) 

Mr. J. Cheetham 

    Dr. D. Coleman 

 Councillor T. Godfrey(Vice Chairman) 

 Councillor T. Harris 

 Ms. D Hyatt 

 Mr. D Mobsby 

     

         

In attendance 

Ms. C. McCann - Clerk 

Mr. M. Boyle – Warden 

Mr. P. Moorhouse – Assistant Warden 

Mr. D. Napier – Merton Council 

 

Councillor Jeff Hanna 

Councillor Martin Whelton 

Dr. Ian Sesnan 

Mr. Richard Auld. 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence Mr. R Bailey, Councillors John Leach and Ian Munn.  

 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th  September 

2010  were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

3.Matters Arising 

 

3. The London in Bloom certificate  for second place in the Best Common category is 

now on display in the Ecology Centre. 

 

5 (1). The Mayor’s Tree Planting Programme bid  for Mill Green was successful and 

the trees will be planted soon. 

 

5 (2)Highway drainage – Merton Council installed  the pipe from the highway to 

assist drainage  at the junction at Croydon Road and have carried out the agreed 

Ecology Centre car park repairs. 

 

5 (5)Management plan. The  Environmental  Trust  agreed to fund the  cost of the  

landscape design for the Fair Site Environs at their meeting earlier this evening. 

 

6 (1)Watneys Road Fly Tipping – It has been agreed Merton Council will  look at 

clearing the area in January 2011 when the foliage has died back.  
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6 ( 2) Redhouse Road –  The specification for the “deep cleanse”  to deal with the 

accumulated fly tipping was provided. 

 

4. Declarations of Interest.   None. 

 

5. Report of Warden. 

 

1) Greenspace Information for Greater London. Green Space Information for London 

(GIGL) is the capital’s open space biodiversity records centre hosted by the London 

Wildlife Trust. Its development is guided by a steering group including the Environment 

Agency, London Wildlife Trust, London Natural History Society, Greater London 

Authority and Natural England. The GIGL partnership consists of 49 organisations 

including 28 London Councils – and allows them to access up to date accurate 

information about London’s wildlife and open spaces. This data is used for such purposes 

as development control, spatial planning and environmental reporting. 

 

There is a long established and continuing process of biological recording on Mitcham 

Common. While the Mitcham Common database contains in excess of 32000 records – 

few of these are also available on the GIGL database. 

 

It is proposed that the Mitcham Common dataset be submitted to GIGL. There will be 

some administrative issues to deal with, the most important being data ownership – as 

few of the records are owned by the Conservators  - copyright belonging legally to the 

record creator. 

 

RESOLVED: The Mitcham Common dataset to be submitted to GIGL. Any future 

recording commissioned on the basis that the copyright becomes the Conservators 

upon payment. 

  

2) Dog Control Orders. The Conservators have previously agreed that the Common 

should be covered by Dog Control Orders which the London Borough of Merton has the 

power to make under the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005 (CNEA). 

(March 2010 17(2)). 

 

Merton Council resolved at their November 2010 Cabinet meeting to conduct in 2011 a 

public consultation regarding the proposal for an order limiting the number of dogs that 

one person can walk to four. This order could be adopted by March 2012. It would affect 

the professional dog walkers who use the Common. 

 

The policing of this order would have to be undertaken by the safer neighbourhood teams  

 

3). Management Plan: Quarterly Work Programme. This item for information. The 

programme for January – March 2011 to be posted on the website by the end of 

December. 

 

6. Report of Clerk.  

 

1) Outstanding Land Registry Issues.  Of the ten separate titles under which the 

Common was registered there were queries on six, - two were reported resolved at the 

September meeting, the remaining four had been returned to  the Land Registry for final 
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resolution. Two of these are now completely resolved, the final two are being returned for 

further adjustments. 

 

2) Works carried out on behalf of EDF on Commonside East.  Work was carried out 

in September by EDF Energy on Common land outside 295 Commonside East. There is 

no existing Wayleave to cover this and we are therefore negotiating to establish a 

retroactive one. 

 

3) Network Rail Footbridge Repairs. Repairs are required for public safety which will 

require part of a Crane to rest on the Common for 1 – 2 weeks. Under authority from the 

Chairman a Licence at a rate of £200 has been agreed for this. 

 

4) Annual Inspection. The Annual inspection which took place on Sunday 12
th

 September 

led by the Warden was well attended. Attendees included the Mayors of Merton and 

Sutton, Deputy Mayor of Croydon and Leader of Merton Council  - all of whom 

expressed great interest in the work of the Conservators. 

 

7. Statement of Income and Expenditure.    Noted. 

 

8. Investments.           Report noted 

 

The Board’s investment adviser Mr. Richard Auld was present to provide an update 

on the Board’s investments. He gave an overview of these by reference to the 

previously circulated portfolio. This continues to be managed to provide a good 

proportion of fixed income. The portfolio over the last six months rose by 10.49%, 

compared to the Apcims Balanced index which rose by 7.74% and the FTSE100 

index which rose by 12.07%. 

 

Mr. Auld discussed the current economic climate with reference to the world 

economy. The UK economic recovery is likely to be slow. 

 

In general Mr, Auld is happy with the portfolio but recommended the following 

changes:    

     

a) Trim back the holding in Anglo Pacific by 2021 shares – taking the holding back 

down to £10,000. 

 

b) Trim the Rio Tinto – reduce by 325 shares. 

 

c) Clear away the small holding in Resolution Group – sell 150 shares. 

 

d) Clear away the RBS stock holding –  sell 4612 shares. 

 

e) Sell British Gas  - 425 shares. 

 

Selling these shares will raise £27000. To be utilised to purchase 

 

f) 5400 shares in BT Group. 

 

g) 2455 shares in Aviva. 
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And the balance of funds to  

 

h) 1250 Templeton Emerging Markets. 

 

It was recommended that the shares in BP be retained – as at some point the dividend 

will be reinstated. 

 

RESOLVED: The Board agrees the recommended investments listed as a- h 

above. 

 

9. Wandle Valley Regional Park.   
 

 It was reported that at the meeting of the WVRP Management Board on Wednesday 6
th

 

October the items discussed were - The Green Grid document, Invasive Species 

document, Climate Change Adaptation and the future of the Wandle Valley Festival.  

Also two areas of the Transitional Phase Work Programme  - the creation of three 

working groups covering Climate Change, Transport and Access and Heritage and 

Culture. ( a fourth covering Sport and Leisure to be developed in Quarter 4) and the 

commissioning  of consultants to undertake a study of potential governance structures. 

 

Since that meeting the Conservators Mr. Bailey and Mr. Cheetham have become founder 

members of the Heritage and Culture working group. 

 

Dr. Ian Sesnan who is conducting the Governance study attended to address the 

Conservators. 

 

With reference to a previously circulated note and table on the Governance Options 

Scoping Exercise he detailed how the exercise had been conducted, which models and 

sources had been considered and elucidated on the three options under review and 

addressed the Conservators questions concerning them. 

 

These three options are : 

 

1)  More formalisation of the  existing arrangements to make A Formalised Partnership of 

Supportive Organisations. This could be jeopardised by members withdrawing their 

support. 

 

2) An Independant trust – which could operate like a social business . This would take 

time to establish and become effective and could fail. It would not work unless carefully 

constructed.  

 

3) Statutory authority – this would need legislation to take  the WVRP  into the  future. 

This would involve a long process to secure the primary legislation, the two biggest 

pieces of land belong to the Conservators and the National Trust both of whom would 

have issues with this given their governance structures. Other boroughs may not support 

the precept. 

 

Dr. Sesnan emphasised that no model  would be just a matter of constitutional 

arrangement. Everything goes forward dependant on the intentions and actions of all 
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involved. It is important that the  Partners are clear about the  structure and what they  put 

in to it.  

 

Dr. Sesnan will incorporate the Conservators comments in his report which will be made 

to the WVRP Management Board in January. 

 

 After discussion it was agreed that the Board could not support the Statutory Authority 

model unless the Common was exempted – and that the feedback to Dr. Sesnan should be 

that the Trust model was felt to be the most acceptable provided that its governance was 

clear and the Conservators would nominate a Trustee. 

 

 The Warden advised that the Access to Nature Bid application had been unsuccessful. 

The reason given being that although it was a good bid there was not enough proof of 

demand -  with not enough community groups involved. The same reasons were given for 

rejecting the Sutton bid.  This may indicate  that the Local Authorities have run out of 

money to fund these schemes. 

 

10. South London Waste Plan Consultation Document.    This document discussed at 

the September Board (20, (2) ) has now been published. 

 

11. Commonside East: Proposed Pedestrian Crossing.  

 

The Conservators received a request from Merton Council to install two stretches of 

footway to increase the safety of Pedestrians using the Bus Stops on Commonside East . 

This issue was been raised by residents during the Consultation process for the 20MPH 

zone shortly to be implemented there.  It is proposed that the existing speed cushions 

within the vicinity of 207 Commonside East be converted into a raised zebra crossing and 

an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing facility be installed at the junction of Tamworth Park. 

 

Local ward councillor Jeff Hanna addressed the meeting. 

 

He advised that during the consultation  80%  of respondents wanted to access bus stops 

and the common. He expressed his pleasure that LBM highways officers had responded 

to that and had identified funding for the work to take place.  It was understood that the 

“bund” protecting that part of the common from encroachment would need to be 

relocated. He wished the Conservators to consider how permission could be achieved for 

work to be undertaken while money was available as the legal technicalities involved in 

the required Land Swap process are lengthy- and wondered if it would be possible for 

LBM to licence the land. 

 

The Chairman read out a letter from the Friends of Mitcham Common which had been 

received just prior to the meeting. It expressed the view that only the crossing opposite 

Tamworth Park was needed. It was agreed after discussion that the Conservators would 

agree to the bus stop opposite Tamworth Park in exchange for a suitable land swap. 

Councillor Hanna asked that as a Land Swap would take a long time the Conservators 

consider giving Merton permission to go ahead while the money is available to carry out 

the project. 

 

Further discussion was deferred to the “In Committee” section. 
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12.Friends of Mitcham Common  

No representative of the Friends of Mitcham Common was present.  

 

13. Date of Next Meeting. Wednesday 9
th 

 March 2010. 

 

14. Mitcham Cricket Green: Draft Area Appraisal and Management Plan  This 

had been received from London Borough of Merton for review and it was agreed that no 

comments  were required. 

 

15. Any Other Business.  None. 

 

 

IN COMMITTEE 

 

16.Mitcham Golf Club  The Draft Contract for the new 37 year term Licence was 

approved at the September meeting and was sent by our solicitor to the solicitor 

acting for the golf club. To date no response received. 

  

17. Commonside East Access Tracks     A meeting with residents in February resulted 

in a request for barriers across the access tracks to 339 – 373 Commonside East to 

prevent Fly Tipping. It was resolved in March to seek a Barristers’ ruling on the legal 

position on this.(20(2)). This resulted in our consulting the residents re: a proposal to gate 

one track and put a height restrictor on the other (PROW191).( Sept ). This exercise 

returned a 100% positive response and we will now proceed, initially  speaking  to 

Merton Council  who may be prepared to fund up to 45% of the costs through their 

alleygates scheme. 

 

18. Windmill Road Trading Estate   

 

The September meeting was advised of issues concerning the work on this site.(17) In 

particular  unauthorised trespass onto Commonland at the site access. It was resolved to 

require the contractor Allenbuild to install Concrete blocks to prevent further damage 

being caused by lorries riding over the kerb. It took several site visits and a strongly 

worded solicitors’ letter before they did so. Subsequently their contractors have damaged 

tree planting when carelessly removing a hoarding. 

 In order to deal with the ongoing threat to the Common a further solicitors letter, civil 

and criminal legal proceedings have been authorised by the Chairman and Vice 

Chairman. Simultaneously we are arranging a meeting with the MD’s of Allenbuild, 

Notting Hill Housing and Cllr Martin Whelton to try to resolve matters. 

The chairman addressed the meeting concerning this. He felt that in view of the fact that 

we had met with Allenbuild prior to work commening to discuss their requirements 

including the access issues their actions indicate that they are ignoring us and treating us 

with contempt. We need to act firmly – and will go to court to protect the common if 

necessary. The Meeting  arranged for   16
th

 December provides an 
  
opportunity to avoid 

legal action. 

RESOLVED: Delegated Authority to Chairman and Vice Chairman to authorise 

spending on any necessary legal action . 
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19. Carshalton Road: Proposed Footpath Widening.  The September meeting of the 

Board approved a request received from Merton Council to widen the footpath along 

Carshalton Road to accommodate shared use with cyclists in return for an appropriate 

land swap. (19). Council Officers have now submitted a report detailing the agreed 

measurements and the Land Bank held for this purpose. 

 

RESOLVED: Agree  London Borough of Merton develop  Carshalton Road Cycle 

Lane for agreed Land Swap using LandBank at Beddington Lane Tram Stop . 

Clerk authorised to instruct our solicitor. LBM to bear all legal and associated costs. 

 

20. Commonside East: Proposed Pedestrian Crossing. The requested proposal in point 

11 was considered. It was agreed that we are happy to proceed in principle with the 

proposal for the bus stop opposite Tamworth Park only, in exchange  for an appropriate 

Land Swap. It was noted that this process could take up to two years. The officers were 

requested to report back to the Chair and Vice Chairman re licensing the works in the 

meantime. There is a precedent for this based on the Sutton bus stop request agreed in 

principle at the March Board meeting. (6(5)). 

 

RESOLVED: Clerk to write to Merton Officers and Legal Department confirming 

we agree in principle to the Easterly footway ( opposite Tamworth Park) in 

exchange  for an appropriate Land Swap. 

 

 

21.Any Other Business 

 

There was discussion around the issue of the available land bank area left after the swaps 

covering Carshalton Road and Goat road had been completed and it was noted that there 

was sufficient to cover the area required for Commonside East. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 


