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MITCHAM COMMON CONSERVATORS 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Conservators was held at the Mill House Ecology Centre, 

Windmill Road, Mitcham on Wednesday 8
th

 June 2011 when there were present: 

 

Mr. P. Harper (Chairman) 

Mr. R Bailey 

Mr. J. Cheetham 

    Dr. D. Coleman 

 Councillor T. Godfrey(Vice Chairman) 

 Councillor C. Hilley  

Mr D. Mobsby     

Councillor M. Whelton 

     

         

In attendance 

Ms. C. McCann - Clerk 

Mr. M. Boyle – Warden 

Mr. P. Moorhouse – Assistant Warden 

Mr. R. Auld – Charles Stanley & Co.  

 

 

 

 

 

1. Appointment of Conservators. 

 

London Borough of Croydon.  Councillors T. Harris, C. Hilley and T. Godfrey and 

Mr. J. Cheetham appointed until April 2012. 

 

London Borough of Merton.  Councillors D. Dean, R. Tindle and M. Whelton and 

Mr. P. Harper are appointed till April 2012.  

 

London Borough of Sutton. Councillor J. Leach appointed till April 2013.Mr. R. Bailey 

appointed till May 2012. Dr. D. Coleman already appointed until May 2012.One 

appointment outstanding. 

 

Corporation of the City of London. Mr. D. Mobsby MBE is already appointed until 

September 2013. 

 

2.Appointment of Chairman. 

 

RESOLVED. Mr P Harper be appointed Chairman of the Board for the ensuing 

year. 

(Mr. Harper in the Chair). 

 

3. Appointment of Vice Chairman. 

RESOLVED. Councillor T Godfrey be appointed Vice Chairman of the Board for 

the ensuing year. 
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.   

 

4. Apologies for Absence Councillors T. Harris, J. Leach and R. Tindle.  

 

5. Minutes of Last Meeting.   

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9
th

 March 2011 were approved and signed by the 

Chairman.                                                                                                                             

 

6.Matters Arising None. 

 

7. Report of Warden 

 

 1)  Police Off Road Motorbike Patrols. This item for information. The Off Road 

Team have been patrolling the Common at weekends, during weekdays and in the school 

holidays since January 2009 with the result that illegal riding of motorbikes on the 

Common has reduced greatly. However the problem continues on the SITA site, over 

spilling onto the Gunsite area. In April 2011 the police called a meeting of interested 

parties to consider how to deal with this. Actions agreed were: repairs to breaches in the 

fence line, SITA to authorise the police to patrol their site and take action against the 

bikers, warning signs to be posted on the site boundaries and the police to consider a 

weekend operation to seize all the bikes on the site. 

 The signs have been put up and the fence repaired – however the fence continues to be 

breached and the signs removed. The police are ascertaining who is responsible for the 

maintenance of the site on its Hackbridge boundary. The police have extended their 

patrol route on the common to include the SITA site. 

 

 2) Conservation Grazing. A Croydon resident has requested permission to graze 

goats on the Common. Conservation grazing had been considered in the past and there 

are logistical problems – and problems with public perception of urban grazing. In the 

Warden’s opinion the petitioner is sincere and knowledgeable although he does not 

currently graze animals. There may be an issue with regards to insurance as if the grazier 

was expected in the licence to indemnify the Conservators the costs may be prohibitive 

for him. It could be possible to add this usage to the Conservators insurance. The 

proposed location would be the Gun site as fencing not being an option this area is 

discreet being bordered by the road and the railway. It has not yet been decided if the 

goats will be free roaming or tethered. The Warden would prefer tethered. The Warden 

will be meeting with Natural England in a couple of weeks and will discuss it with them. 

The question was raised as to whether there were disadvantages to grazing goats rather 

than sheep –in fact goats will be better suited to the scrubby gun site area. The grazier 

will come and milk the goats. There will be small costs involved for the Conservators in 

providing water and insurance. There is no suggestion of a charge being made for 

Conservation grazing. 

RESOLVED. Licence to be granted permitting Conservation grazing of goats on the 

Common. Officers to investigate appropriate insurance cover. 

 

 3).   Management Plan: Quarterly Work Programme. The programme covering the period 

June – September 2011 has been posted on the website. 
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8. Report of Clerk. 

Items 1- 3 for information . 

1) Works carried out on behalf of EDF on Commonside East. An agreement has 

almost been reached on the retrospective Wayleave required to cover the unauthorised 

digging outside 295 Commonside East in September 2010. 

 

2)  Network Rail Footbridge Repairs. Work now completed. To cover the access 

required on Common land a nine week licence was issued at a rate of £150 per week , a 

charge of £500 was also made to cover Officers time . 

 

3)  Wandle Weekend Walk Sunday 5
th

 June. A walk took place led by Melanie 

Nunzet of the Sutton and Wandle ramblers as the Conservators contribution to the 

Wandle Weekend. The walk included a very informative talk by Janet Morris of the 

Friends of Mitcham Common on the wooded area of the Common bordering 

Commonside East and finished by joining in “the Big Lunch” at Mitcham Methodist 

Church. 

 

4)  Land Registry. The Common was registered under ten separate titles. Outstanding 

unresolved queries remained on six of these. Two were reported resolved at the 

September 2010 Board, two at the December Board – and the final two are now resolved. 

We have enquired whether the Land Registry could produce a map showing the 10 titles 

– and have been advised this can be done at a cost of £600 for the original copy and £20 

per copy thereafter. 

 

RESOLVED:Purchase three maps from the Land Registry showing all 10 titles as 

registered at a cost of £640. 

 

 

9. Statement of Income and Expenditure.    Noted. 

 

Sutton Council have paid their contribution. Contributions from Croydon Council and 

Merton Council have not yet been received. The Chairman requested the Officers to 

modify the report so that this did not appear as a shortfall as it is not usual for Merton and 

Croydon to have paid by this time. 

 

10.Investments.           Report noted 

 

The Board’s investment adviser Mr. Richard Auld was present to provide an update on 

recent transactions.  He gave an overview of the state of the Board’s investments by 

reference to the previously circulated Portfolio, which continues to be managed to 

provide a good proportion of fixed income. Some cash reserves are still held. 

 Mr. Auld confirmed that it has been another rough period in the market, with the World 

Economy in a fragile state. The UK is in a period of austerity. Interest rates will be on 

hold for some time making fixed interest rates attractive. UK property is a good bet at the 

moment. Anglo Pacific is showing a slight under performance but should recover in due 

course. 

Mr. Auld proposed that the proceeds of the Forth Ports takeover be reinvested in to 

British Land. This amounts to £21,000. The company has premium office and retail space 

in the City of London and West End.  The majority of which is pre let with long term 

contracts.  The stock offers an above average yield and has potential for capital up lift.  
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 He also suggested that the proceeds from the Allied Domecq redemption (£32000) be 

held on the account with a view to reinvesting in a corporate bond.  Tesco Bank were 

thinking about issuing a bond in the coming weeks/months.   

RESOLVED: Agree to reinvest amount of £21,000 in British Land and £32,000 in 

Tesco Bank Bond. 

 

11. Spring Inspection 2011  

The Spring Inspection took place on Sunday 22/05/11. 

 

The areas reviewed were One Island Pond, the land to be utilised for “land swap” 

adjacent to Beddington Lane Tram stop, the gun site area, the Mitcham Junction station 

access improvements including the new access gate on to the golf course , the new 

Commonside East Tracks barrier and gate and the perimeter of the Windmill Road 

Trading Estate development. 

Outcomes: 

One Island Pond.  Desilting is complete but the planting of the reed bed is being delayed 

until conditions are suitable. The depth marker is inaccurate – showing the depth as half a 

metre lower than it is. The Board discussed whether the Conservators could incur liability 

due to this. However the depth gauge is not intended as a health and safety measure. Ice 

in winter is an issue and we are obliged to put up the “danger, thin ice” signs which are 

on the depth markers. 

 

Exchange Land – It was agreed that a permanent marker be erected to mark the area 

transferred to the Common. 

 

Windmill Road Trading Estate – The Warden led the group around the complete 

perimeter of the site. It was agreed that should NHH request permission to “hard 

landscape” the strip of common bordering the site on Commonside East they could be 

permitted to do so under a long term licence agreement. The positioning of a tall Poplar 

Tree very close to one of the blocks was reviewed and discussion took place as to 

whether the Conservators would agree to its removal if requested for appropriate 

compensation. It was agreed that the two corner areas of the site originally intended for a 

future land swap would not benefit the Common. The defunct “crossover” was viewed 

and options for reinstatement discussed. 

 

12. Wandle Valley Regional Park 

A meeting of the WVRP Management Board took place on Wednesday 13
th

 April 

covering the following issues: 

 

1) Governance – Based on the options proposed in a report by Dr. Ian Sesnan it was 

agreed to proceed to the development phase for a charitable trust. Dr. Sesnan had now 

produced a further report outlining the actions required to develop the trust. A “shadow 

trust” needs to be formed as the next step. The Conservators need to appoint a trustee to 

this “shadow trust” which it is hoped will become the actual trust. This was considered by 

the board and given the importance of this in terms of how the governance of the WVRP 

develops the Vice Chairman was nominated as our appointee. 

 

RESOLVED: The Vice Chairman Councillor Timothy Godfrey be appointed as 

trustee for the Wandle Valley Regional Park Shadow Trust.   
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2) Feedback from Working Group Chairs - All groups are now established. 

 

3) Heritage Lottery Funding Update. The Stage One application has been submitted, an 

initial assessment visit made and a further visit was due on 5
th

 May. The Warden advised 

that at a meeting recently it was advised that the group will know by mid July if they 

have been successful in being awarded £100,000 to be released to employ someone to 

work up the project. 

 

4) Queen Elizabeth 11 Fields Challenge Presentation. A presentation was made on this 

scheme to protect playing fields. 

 

5) Boundaries – A clear boundary for the WVRP has now been established including 

links to outlying open spaces. 

 

13. Distribution of Mitcham Common Booklet  

This point was not discussed. 

 

14.Friends of Mitcham Common  

Mr. Roy Dennis attended on behalf of the Friends and advised the meeting that due to 

continuing health problems he had stepped down as Chairman. He was no longer able to 

be proactive in the role – only reactive. A new Chairperson has not yet been appointed. 

The AGM will take place in September. 

After a successful Mitcham Carnival last year the Friends will have a stall again this year. 

They will use Janet’s display Boards and try to make it easier to access them than last 

year.  

Mr. Dennis requested a meeting with the Chairman of the Conservators to discuss Item 

13 above. 

 

15. Date of Next Meeting. Wednesday 7
th

 September 2011. 

 

16. Date of Annual Inspection.  To note that this has already been agreed as Sunday 11
th

 

September 2011. Councillor Ian Munn’s name to be added to the Honorary Conservators 

Board in time for this in recognition of his thirteen years service.  

RESOLVED: Councillor Munn’s name to be added to Honorary Conservators 

Honours Board. 

 

17. Any Other Business. 

The Chairman proposed that the Board formally adopt a resolution thanking the outgoing 

members Councillor Ian Munn and Ms. Dee Hyatt for all the work they have done for the 

Conservators. 

RESOLVED: The Board thanks Councillor Ian Munn and Ms. Dee Hyatt for the 

work they have done on behalf of the Conservators over their many years of service. 

 

18. Commonside East Access Tracks 
A gate and height restrictor have recently been installed across the tracks accessing 339 – 

373 Commonside East to prevent Fly – tipping as requested by the residents. We hope to 

recoup up to 45% of the expenditure via a grant from Merton Council’s Alleygates 

scheme. So far 6 of the 9 residents have paid a £25 deposit for keys to the barriers. This 

week an email was received from a resident thanking us for installing the barriers. 
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19. Commonside East: Pedestrian Crossing. 

Following on from the December Board’s agreement that Merton Council could install a 

stretch of footway to increase pedestrian safety while accessing the Bus stops on 

Commonside East, the work has been undertaken and officers have requested the area be 

properly reinstated as this was not done satisfactorily. 

 

 

IN COMMITTEE 

 

 

20. Mitcham Golf Club 

The new 37 year term Licence commencing at £58938 PA came into effect at the start of 

April and the first quarterly payment has been received. 

 

21. Windmill Road Trading Estate. 

A “ High Level” meeting with Notting Hill Housing Trust and Allenbuild took place on 

24
th

 May. 

 

Issues discussed were: 

Communication – now acceptable. 

 

Two parcels of land at the edge of the site (please see also Spring Inspection).NHH 

would like to give these parcels originally left to be held for land swap for Highway 

purposes to the Conservators. It is unlikely the land will be required for Highway 

purposes and the land is unattractive to the Conservators – fly tipping being a particular 

concern in the area bordering Windmill Road. Therefore as NHH will have to retain this 

land indefinitely they were advised to produce a landscaping plan suitable to prevent fly – 

tipping. A plan of this to be provided to the Conservators for review at the September 

Board. 

 

Commonside East Area Bordering Site (see Spring Inspection). Agreement was reached 

that “hard landscaping” with NHH being given a long licence by the Conservators on the 

land bearing all maintenance costs or getting Merton Council to “adopt” the footpath for 

a suitable Land Swap was the only viable solution. NHH to provide landscaping plan for 

review by the September Board. 

 

Crossover area at Windmill Road (see Spring Inspection) Area reverts to the Common 

and the Warden confirmed suitable landscaping required to prevent fly – tipping. 

 

Wayleave Agreements. Although UK Power have been paid for a new Electricity 

substation to be installed in October the Conservators have not been approached for the 

required Wayleave. The Officers emphasised how drawn out the process can be and that 

access will not be granted without a Wayleave in place. NHH will instruct their solicitors 

to get UK power to contact us. 

 

External Perimeter. NHH would like the large Poplar Tree viewed on the Spring 

Inspection removed. They were advised to consult their advisers regarding a valuation for 

this using the CAVAT system and to advise their proposal for Compensation (with 
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appropriate workings shown) to the Warden prior to the June Board so that it could be 

considered at that meeting. 

 

The Board meeting reviewed the plans that had been sent. These  had only been received 

by email late yesterday. They were not in the format discussed. It had been requested that 

the plans be overlaid on what the situation is on the ground at the moment. The planting 

scheme shown for the two pieces of land Notting Hill have to retain but would like to 

give to the Conservators was an elaborate landscaping scheme rather than the tree 

planting suggested to deter fly tipping. It was difficult to consider the plan for paving on 

Commonside East as the plan provided was inaccurate. 

 

The Chairman proposed that as the plans supplied by NHH were inadequate and no 

proposal to the Conservators had been made with regard to them agreeing to taking on 

the corner pieces of land for a suitable cash settlement to cover maintenance or for a 

Licence to pave and maintain the Commonside East footpath area, that powers be 

delegated to the Chairman and Vice Chairman to work with the Officers and Notting Hill 

Housing Trust to get some detailed proposals produced for consideration by the 

September Board.   

RESOLVED: Chairman and Vice Chairman to work with Officers and Notting Hill 

Housing Trust to get proposals suitable for consideration by September Board 

meeting. 

 

Discussion also took place concerning the Poplar Tree Notting Hill wish removed which 

was reviewed on the Spring Inspection. This tree is taller than the building and has 

always been there. It blocks the light from four “For Sale” apartments. There is a formula 

which can be run using the CAVAT system to value amenity trees. The Warden has a 

figure arrived at using this system. NHH have emailed a figure of £900. This is very 

different from our valuation. They did not provide the requested workings which they 

need to show us to explain how they have arrived at their figure. It is felt there will be 

concerns from local residents if this tree is removed. 

 

RESOLVED: Delegate powers to Chairman and Vice Chairman to work with 

Officers and Notting Hill Housing Trust to arrive at a reasonable compensation 

figure for removal of the Poplar Tree for consideration by September Board. 

 

 

22. Carshalton Road: Footpath Widening. 

The widening of the footpath along Carshalton Road to accommodate shared use with 

cyclists for an appropriate land swap has now been completed. The Warden was 

concerned that more land had been used than agreed and Merton Council have been 

advised of this and requested to agree a revised figure. 

 

23.Any Other Business   None. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 7.45pm. 


