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MITCHAM COMMON CONSERVATORS 

 

A Meeting of the Conservators was held at the Mill House Ecology Centre, Windmill 

Road, Mitcham on Wednesday 7
th

 September 2011 when there were present: 

 

Mr. R. Bailey 

Mr. J. Cheetham 

    Dr. D. Coleman  

 Councillor J Leach       

 Mr. D Mobsby (Chairman) 

 Mrs. J. Russell 

 Councillor M. Whelton 

     

         

In attendance 

Ms. C. McCann - Clerk 

Mr. M. Boyle – Warden 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence Mr. P. Harper, Councillors T.Godfrey, T.Harris and C 

Hilley. 

 

 2. Minutes of Last Meeting.   

 The minutes of the meeting held on 8
th

 June 2011 were approved and signed by Mr. D. 

Mobsby MBE acting as Chairman for this meeting in the absence of the Chairman and 

Vice Chairman. 

  

 3.Matters Arising 

 11. The depth marker gauge on One Island Pond is now showing the depth of the pond 

accurately. 

  

4. Declarations of Interest.   None. 

 

5. Report of Warden. 

All items were for information only. 

 

1) Greenspace Information for Greater London (GIGL). It was agreed at the December 

2010 meeting to share the Mitcham Common species dataset with GIGL. As a biological 

record is subject to copyright, permission is required from the person who provided the 

record for their information to be transferred to GIGL. 27,489 of the 33,289 records held 

on the Mitcham Common database for the period 1900 – 2010 have now been submitted. 

The recorders of the remaining records could not be reached or refused permission. From 

this year onwards the records will be submitted to GIGL at the end of each year. 

 

2) Grazing Project. The June meeting considered a request to graze goats on the Gunsite 

area of the Common. The Board was supportive of the idea but needed further 

information on the possible implications.  Natural England have confirmed that such 

grazing would not affect the payments received through the Higher Level Stewardship 

agreement and advice has also been sought from the Downlands Project and Merton 
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Council’s Property Management Team. The Board’s insurers have advised the grazier 

would have to take out his own policy - it could not be added to the Conservators policy.  

A quote is being obtained. The grazier has realised that he will have to stay with the 

animals whilst they graze. 

 

3) Management Plan: Key Projects. Progress update on 2011 Key Projects provided in 

Table Form. 

 

4) Management Plan: Quarterly Work Programme. 

The programme covering the period October – December 2011 will be posted on the 

website by the end of September. 

 

6. Report of Clerk.  

All items were for information only. 

 

1) Works carried out on behalf of EDF on Commonside East. A retrospective Wayleave 

to cover unauthorised work carried out last September has finally been agreed. Annual 

rate £25, plus a one off fee of £250 to cover administration. 

 

2) Claim for alleged incident at Monty Hammond’s Fun Fair in October 2009.  Contact 

has been received from a firm of solicitors concerning a man claiming to have broken his 

thumb exiting a ride. We have had to enter into correspondence even though we are 

indemnified under Monty’s insurance. 

 

3) Request to film on the Common. We heard nothing further about an approach to film a 

fashion shoot on the Common once we advised the charge to be levied. 

 

4) Request to use Mill House Ecology Centre for Charity Cycling Event. We heard 

nothing further of a request to use the Ecology Centre as a rest stop on the “Moonriders” 

London to Brighton event once we advised costs would be involved. 

 

 

7. Statement of Income and Expenditure.    Noted. 

Annual payment from Sutton Council had been received by the June meeting, Croydon 

council’s payment has now been received. Merton council’s contribution has been 

promised and the clerk was requested to email the Board members when it is received. 

 

8. Investments.   Report noted. 

 

9. Wandle Valley Regional Park 

A report was made of the meeting of the WVRP Management Board which took place on 

13
th

 July covering the following issues: 

 

1) Boundaries. Now approved by the boroughs. 

 

2) Governance Action Plan Progress. Supporters group to be a separate body from the 

Wandle Forum .A copy of a report on the structure of the proposed Shadow Trust to be 

received after consideration by the Development Board. The first meeting of the Shadow 

Trust to be on 26
th

 October, conservators to be represented by the Vice Chairman 

Councillor Godfrey. 
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3) Exploratory meeting with Lee Valley Regional Park Authority on 8
th

 June.  In 

response to the request that the LVRPA  take a wider approach across the whole of 

London including the WVRP  they made it clear that their statutory obligation meant that 

ALL their precept must be spent in their regional park. They will assist the WVRP by 

sharing experience and best practice.  

 

4)Interim Chief Executive Role Progress. Sutton Council has prepared a consultancy 

brief for the role, tenders were to be received by 1
st
 September, short listing and 

interviewing to take place during September and the role to commence on 3
rd

 October. 

 

5)HLF Update. Jennifer Ullman reported to the meeting that she would be advised on 

18/7 if the Stage One application was successful. It was, and Jennifer  subsequently 

emailed  members on 2/8 advising that a Stage 1 pass of £78,000 had been secured to 

develop plans for the further application needed to secure £1.9 million over 18 months. 

Projects put forward by Partners as part of the Stage 1 application will be included in the 

development of the second phase – but the final list may change in the process. 

 

6) Feedback from the Wandle Weekend. There had still been a lot of interest, with 40 

activities taking place organised by 25 – 30 different groups and publicised via the 

website only. The Event booklet produced in previous years was regarded as very 

important and next year there needs to be a paid individual to organise the event. The 

Chairman said that Sutton Council would undertake this responsibility. 

 

The Board meeting discussed the fact that the four councils local to the WVRP had all 

been investigating the Lee Valley levy and making representation to government 

concerning it. It was agreed that the Conservators could not provide any funding to the 

WVRP. Concerns were also expressed that in setting up the WVRP could create an 

enormous bureaucracy.  

 

 

10. Windmill Road Trading Estate 

Mr. Ed Badke of Notting Hill Housing Trust and Mr. Mark Williams of Allenbuild 

Southeast attended the meeting to address the board. 

There were three topics they wished tabled. Easements required under the Common for 

utilities to access their site, paving the area of common bordering the site on 

Commonside East and the request to remove the Poplar tree adjacent to the development. 

They would be happy to answer any questions on the development or any other concerns 

the Conservators had. 

The Windmill Road development, including these three points was already on the 

Agenda for consideration in the “In Committee” section of the meeting and the Chairman 

Mr. Mobsby made it clear that nothing from that section would be brought into the open 

part of the meeting. 

 

Mr Badke began by advising the meeting that NHH were withdrawing their proposal 

requesting the removal of the Poplar Tree on the Eastern Boundary. The Board requested 

that this be confirmed in writing, as they anticipate that once the development is occupied 

the Conservators will be put under pressure to prune the tree, and they wish it to be clear 

that every opportunity was offered to remove the tree. Mr. Badke agreed to this and 

confirmed that NHH would advise future purchasers of the tree’s location and were 

satisfied that people will buy those properties with full knowledge that the tree is there. 
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The conservators raised the issue of tree roots being detrimental to the development, and 

Mr. Badke and Mr. Williams assured them that this would not be an issue as the 

development was designed to NHBC standards. The Warden requested that an 

arboriculture report be prepared prior to any work being done on the Boundary wall as 

damage could be caused to tree roots. It is usual best practice to have a root protection 

zone. The conservators also pointed out that roots could cause a danger to drains rather 

than buildings, but Mr. Williams confirmed that Allenbuild were confident that the 

measures they have in place will prevent this. 

 

Mr. Badke talked the Board through three plans provided to illustrate the paving proposal 

for the Commonside East area bordering the development. The first plan showed the area 

as it is now – concrete footpath, soft landscaped area, tarmac path. The proposal plan 

showed hard landscaping replacing the concrete and grass.NHH wish to take the 

opportunity to create a more finished look to the Site entrance. They confirmed they had 

assumed the Tarmac footpath to belong to Merton Council, and it was reconfirmed to 

them that they must assume it also is Common land as Merton Council have this area as 

“no man’s land “, not council land.  The conservators would recheck this on their land 

registry plans. Mr Badke confirmed that if the tarmac path area is common land NHH 

would like to amend the paving proposal to include the footpath. There was discussion 

regarding anomalies in the plans provided including a grassed area on the north eastern 

boundary being shown as currently being footpath – and to be footpath in the new plan- it 

was pointed out that there was no point in a “footpath going nowhere”, but Mark 

Williams advised this area was included in the paving to make the area low maintenance. 

 

The third item Mr. Badke wished discussed was the easements. To complete the 

development NHH wish the conservators to enter into a number of agreements for 

standard easements to cross under common land to provide utilities to the site.  Mr. 

Badke confirmed NHH were prepared to pay the Conservators costs for this. The 

Chairman Mr. Mobsby confirmed that we need more information from NHH before we 

can revert on the final agreement. Mr. Badke advised that he was pleased that we had an 

agreement in principle. 

 

Mr. Badke advised that the first residents would move in in Spring next year, with the site 

being fully occupied by the Summer. NHH were launching the show accommodation in 

the next couple of weeks and would invite the conservators to attend. 

 

11. Merton LDF Core Planning Strategy(DPD) 

To note that Merton Council formally adopted its Core Planning Strategy Development 

Plan Document (DPD) on 13
th

 July 2011. 

 

12. South London Waste Plan 

The South London Waste Plan DPD is a joint DPD by the councils of   Croydon, 

Kingston upon Thames, Merton and Sutton setting out the issues and objectives to be met 

in waste management for the next ten years. The board had considered its implications 

prior to its publication. However the boroughs had staged a further consultation round 

between 3 August and 20 September. The board had considered the changes made which 

were not material – relating mostly to clarification of wording. 

A discussion ensued with regard to the incinerator proposed at the Beddington Sewage 

works site, with it being felt that people needed to be educated to understand that nothing 

will disgorge onto the Common. 
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13.Friends of Mitcham Common  
Three members of the Friends attended - Mr. Roy Dennis, Mrs Gwen Nixon and Mrs. 

Melanie Nunzet. 

Mr. Dennis spoke on their behalf. 

 Firstly he advised that he was pleased that the request to remove the tree had been 

withdrawn, as the Friends had been going to lobby against this proposal. 

 

Mr. Dennis was disappointed that the Chairman, Mr. Paul Harper was not present, as he 

wished to discuss with him the issue of the distribution of the Friends booklet “Mitcham 

Common, A short history by Janet Morris” on which they had corresponded. Mr. Dennis 

advised the meeting that the Chairman had objected to the Friends giving some booklets 

to the Scouts to sell, permitting them to retain the funds raised for their own purposes. He 

quoted from the correspondence between the Friends and the Chairman on this matter 

and presented a copy of his reply to the meeting – to which to date he has received no 

response. This item was on the Agenda at the June Board meeting – but was not 

discussed. It was duly minuted then that Mr. Dennis had requested a meeting with the 

Chairman to discuss this matter. Mr. Dennis had heard nothing further and registered his 

disappointment at the lack of response. The Chairman advised that his comments would 

be minuted for the Chairman Mr. Harper to see and respond to. Those present could not 

comment as they had no previous knowledge of this issue. 

 

RESOLVED: Mr. Paul Harper to respond to Mr. Roy Dennis’s letter dated 5 April 

2011 with regard to the distribution of the “Mitcham Common – a Short History” 

booklets. 

 

Mr. Dennis also wished to register his dismay regarding the decision by the Chairman 

Mr. Paul Harper to charge the Friends rental for using the Ecology Centre for their AGM 

on Wednesday September 14
th

. He expressed his amazement at this in view of the support 

the Friends had given the Conservators, mentioning the contributions they had made of 

£500 towards desilting seven islands pond, £200 towards one island pond and the seats 

on the common. He wished to register the point that the Friends will have to seriously 

consider future requests for funding. The amount of rental proposed was £30. The Board 

members discussed this and expressed the opinion that while they understand there is a 

cost to having the room open it was unacceptable that the Friends should have to pay it in 

view of their highly valued support to the Conservators. A vote was taken, and the Board 

were unanimous in their decision that in future years the Conservators should not charge 

the Friends for use of the Ecology Centre to hold their AGM. With regard to this year’s 

charge it was agreed that the Conservators will make a donation of £30 to the Friends. 

 

RESOLVED: £30 donation to be made to the Friends to cover rental charge of 

Ecology Centre for AGM. No charge to be made to the Friends for use of the 

Ecology Centre to hold their AGM in future years. 

 

14.Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 7
th

 December 2011. 

 

15. Date of Annual Inspection     Sunday 11
th

 September 2011 

The Clerk confirmed that the Mayors of Merton and Sutton and Deputy Mayor of  
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Croydon were to attend, as was the Leader of Merton Council. The Chairman, Mr.  

Mobsby proposed that in future the Lord Mayor of London be invited to attend and this  

was agreed. 

 

RESOLVED: Lord Mayor of London be invited to Annual Inspection of the  

Common. 

 

16. Any Other Business.  

 

A report was requested on the Carshalton Environmental Fair held on Bank Holiday   

Monday attended by the Warden and Assistant Warden, manning a stall representing the  

Conservators. The Warden confirmed that the day had been a success and a lot of interest  

had been received. 

 

 

IN COMMITTEE 

  

17.Mitcham Golf Club  

A request had been received from the Golf Club to permit the use of double seated 

buggies on the course by anyone wishing to use one. Currently the use of single seater 

buggies for physically impaired members only is permitted. 

It was agreed that if desired such usage could be licensed on the designated area of the 

golf club without amending the current byelaws. The concern would be that of wear and 

tear on the Common. The Warden would have no concerns about buggies being ridden on 

the Fairways, but was concerned that riding on the roughs could be detrimental to our 

Environmental Stewardship award. 

It was agreed that more information was required as to how many buggies would be 

available and on what parts of the course they would be used. This information was to be 

requested so that this point could be reconsidered at the December meeting with a view to 

issuing a Licence for a trial period of 12 months on the condition that the buggies are not 

used on the roughs. 

 

RESOLVED: Request to use buggies on golf course to be reconsidered at December 

meeting, with a view to issuing a Licence for a 12 month trial period.  

 

 

18. Windmill Road Trading Estate  

Discussion took place of the information reported to the Board on progress in the areas 

where further information had been required from Notting Hill Housing following the 

June Board in order to progress on the issues of the two parcels of land at the edges of the 

site, the possibility of “hard landscaping” the area of Commonside East bordering the 

site, way leave agreements and the request to remove the large Poplar Tree, in view of the 

comments made by Mr. Ed Badke and Mr. Mark Williams during their attendance at the 

meeting. 

 

Note: A confidential minute has been produced in respect of this item. 

 

19. Carshalton Road: Proposed Footpath Widening.   

Following on from the advice to the June meeting that a larger area had been used for the 

Cycle Path than originally agreed, the Warden had met with Merton Council officers at 



 7 

the Land Swap site and agreed a new boundary. Confirmation of this has not yet reached 

our solicitor. 

 

20. Redhouse Road  

A request had been received from Mr. John Wells of Wells Commercial Vehicles for the 

Conservators to pay £1000 as a contribution to the clearance of Fly – Tipped tyres to 

improve the appearance of the area in conjunction with the installation of new CCTV 

cameras which he is proposing to install at his own expense at a cost of £4000. Mr. Wells 

advises that these cameras will be capable of overseeing the whole length of the road and 

will have number plate recognition software. 

 

Redhouse Road has long been a problem area for fly tipping, and the problem has 

become even worse since being reviewed on the Spring Inspection last year. This has 

been considered before and at the September meeting last year following a report of a site 

meeting held with all concerned parties the Board agreed to pay towards a “deep clean” 

of the fly tipped area. (6(2)).  

 

This action did not occur as it was left solely to Mr. Wells to progress it – with no support 

from the Estate Manager responsible for leasing the business premises along the road. Mr 

Wells has done a great deal to mitigate the problem personally, installing a gate outside 

his property and continually clearing the Fly Tips. 

 

It was agreed that we need to be sure that the new CCTV cameras will work before 

agreeing to contribute and that any contribution made by the conservators should be 

matched by the businesses in the road – particularly as it was they who rejected the 

suggestion of fitting a gate at the entrance to the road. After discussion it was decided 

that the best way forward was to reconvene a meeting with VOSA, the Estate Manager, 

Mr. Wells and the local Ward councillors to agree a course of action that would work and 

be acted upon.  

 

RESOLVED: Site meeting to be convened with all interested parties and local ward 

councillors to agree action on Fly Tipping in Redhouse Road. 

 

21.Any Other Business None. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.35pm. 

 

     

 


